How to Propagate Narcissus
tazetta

Doubling Your Daffodil Delight:
Propagating Narcissus tazetta

Delicate, fragrant, and bursting with sunny charm, Narcissus
tazetta, known by many as the "paperwhite narcissus," is a
welcome sight after a long winter. But did you know that you
can multiply this spring delight right in your own backyard?
Propagating Narcissus tazetta is a simple and rewarding
process, offering even the most novice gardener a chance to
expand their floral repertoire. Let’s dig into the two main
methods you can use:

1. Division: Sharing the Bulb-y Wealth

Dividing bulbs is the most common and effective way to
propagate Narcissus tazetta. Here's how to do it:

= Timing is Key: The optimal time for division is after
the foliage has started to yellow and die back,
typically in late spring or early summer.
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- Gentle Excavation: Carefully dig around the clump of
bulbs, ensuring you don’t damage them with your shovel.
Lift the entire clump from the ground.

= Separation Anxiety? Don’t Worry! Gently pull the bulbs
apart, separating the larger, healthy bulbs from the
smaller offsets.

- Replanting Your Bounty: Choose a sunny or partially
shaded location with well-drained soil. Plant the
separated bulbs at a depth of about twice their height,
with the pointed end facing upwards. Water them well and
wait for the magic to happen next spring!

2. Seed Propagation: A Journey of Patience and Reward

While division offers quicker blooms, propagating Narcissus
tazetta from seed can be a fulfilling, albeit longer, process.

- Seed Collection: Once the flowers have faded, allow the
seed pods to dry completely on the plant. You’ll know
they’'re ready when they turn brown and begin to split
open. Collect the black seeds inside.

- Sowing the Seeds: Sow the seeds in a well-draining seed-
starting mix, covering them lightly with soil. Keep the
mix consistently moist but avoid overwatering.

- Patience is a Virtue: Germination can take anywhere from
a few weeks to several months. Once the seedlings are
large enough to handle, transplant them into individual
pots.

» The Long Game: Remember, plants grown from seed may take
2-3 years to produce flowers.

Tips for Success:

- Healthy Bulbs, Happy Plants: Choose large, firm bulbs
for division to ensure the best chance of success.

- Fertilize with Care: A 1light application of bulb
fertilizer after flowering and again in the fall can
help promote healthy growth.
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- Pest Patrol: Keep an eye out for common pests like slugs
and snails, and take appropriate measures to protect
your plants.

Propagating Narcissus tazetta is not just about multiplying
your plants; it’s about spreading beauty and enjoying the
satisfaction of nurturing new life from existing ones. So,
roll up your sleeves, embrace the process, and watch as your
garden bursts forth with even more of these delightful
flowers.



