
How  to  Propagate  Orthilia
secunda

Unveiling the Secrets of Orthilia
Secunda: A Guide to Propagation
Orthilia  secunda,  also  known  charmingly  as  “One-sided
Wintergreen,” might not be a household name like its close
relative  Wintergreen  (Gaultheria  procumbens).  However,  this
unassuming woodland plant, with its delicate, nodding flowers
and ability to thrive in challenging conditions, can be a
captivating addition to any shade garden.

Proliferating in the Shadows: The Methods

Orthilia  secunda,  true  to  its  resilient  nature,  can  be
propagated  using  several  methods.  Each  approach  requires
patience, but the reward of seeing new life emerge makes the
effort worthwhile:

1. Seed Propagation: A Test of Patience

Collecting Seeds: Late summer is ideal for gathering
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seed capsules. Look for plump, brown capsules and store
them in a cool, dry place until ready to sow.
Sowing: In late fall or early spring, scatter the seeds
on the surface of a well-draining seed-starting mix.
Gently press the seeds into the mix, but don’t bury
them.
Conditions: Keep the seed tray consistently moist and in
a cool, shaded location. Germination can be erratic and
may take several months.

2. Rhizome Division: Multiplying Success

Timing is Key: Early spring, just before new growth
emerges,  is  the  perfect  time  to  divide  established
clumps.
Division  Technique:  Carefully  dig  up  the  plant  and
gently  tease  apart  the  rhizomes  (underground  stems).
Each division should have a good amount of roots and at
least one growth point.
Replanting: Replant the divisions at the same depth they
were originally growing and water thoroughly.

3. Stem Cuttings: A Summertime Endeavor

Timing and Selection: Take cuttings from healthy, non-
flowering stems in early to mid-summer. Cuttings should
be 4-6 inches long and taken just below a leaf node.
Preparation: Remove the lower leaves from the cutting
and dip the cut end in rooting hormone (optional but can
improve success).
Planting: Insert the cutting into a pot filled with a
moist, well-draining rooting mix.
Creating  a  Humid  Environment:  Cover  the  pot  with  a
plastic bag or humidity dome to create a greenhouse
effect. Keep the cutting consistently moist and in a
shaded location. Rooting can take several weeks.

Environmental Preferences: Mirroring Nature’s Haven



To successfully propagate Orthilia secunda, replicating its
natural environment is key:

Light: Partial to full shade is ideal, mimicking the
dappled light found on the forest floor.
Soil:  Well-draining,  slightly  acidic  soil  rich  in
organic matter is preferred.
Moisture:  Consistent  moisture  is  crucial,  but  avoid
waterlogged soil.
Patience: Orthilia secunda can be slow to establish, so
patience is vital. Don’t be discouraged if you don’t see
significant growth right away.

Propagation: A Rewarding Journey

While propagating Orthilia secunda requires a bit of effort,
the satisfaction of nurturing new plants and increasing your
collection  of  this  intriguing  species  makes  the  journey
worthwhile. With a little patience and the right techniques,
you  can  soon  be  enjoying  the  subtle  beauty  of  One-sided
Wintergreen in your own garden.


