
Oxalis cordata

Multiply Your Luck: The Easy Ways
to Propagate Oxalis Cordata
Oxalis  cordata,  also  fondly  known  as  the  "Love  Plant"  or
"Purple Shamrock," isn’t just a beauty with its vibrant purple
leaves  and  delicate  blooms,  it’s  also  incredibly  easy  to
propagate.  This  means  you  can  quickly  multiply  your  good
fortune (and your plant collection!) with just a few simple
techniques.

Whether you’re a seasoned plant parent or just starting out,
this guide will walk you through the different methods of
propagating Oxalis cordata, empowering you to share the joy of
this charming plant with friends and family.

Understanding the Basics

Before we dive into the "how-to," it’s helpful to understand
that  Oxalis  cordata  primarily  propagates  through  its
underground  structures:

Bulbs: These look like small, brown teardrops clustered
at the base of the plant. Each bulb has the potential to
sprout a new plant.
Rhizomes:  These  are  modified  stems  that  grow
horizontally  beneath  the  soil  surface.  They  develop
nodes from which new shoots and roots can emerge.
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Propagation Methods

Now, let’s explore the two main methods to propagate your
Oxalis cordata:

1. Division

When: Spring is the ideal time for division, coinciding
with the plant’s active growth period.
How:

Gently remove your Oxalis cordata from its pot.1.
Carefully brush away excess soil to expose the2.
bulbs and rhizomes.
Identify  healthy  sections  of  bulbs  or  rhizomes3.
with at least a few attached roots.
Using  clean  hands  or  a  sharp,  sterile  knife,4.
separate these sections, ensuring each has some
roots attached.
Plant  the  divisions  in  a  well-draining  potting5.
mix, ensuring the top of the bulb or rhizome is
level with the soil surface.
Water  lightly  and  place  the  pot  in  indirect6.
sunlight.

Pros: A quick and straightforward method with a high
success rate.
Cons: Requires disturbing the mother plant.

2. Leaf Cuttings

When:  This  method  can  be  done  anytime  the  plant  is
actively growing.
How:

Select a healthy leaf from your Oxalis cordata.1.
Using clean, sharp scissors, make a cut at the2.
base of the leaf, ensuring a small piece of the
stem is included.
Fill a small pot or seed tray with a well-draining3.
potting mix.
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Make a small indentation in the soil and insert4.
the cut end of the leaf, burying the small piece
of stem.
Water gently and maintain a humid environment (a5.
clear plastic bag over the pot can help).
Place the pot in indirect sunlight. It might take6.
several weeks for roots and new growth to appear.

Pros: Less invasive to the mother plant, allowing you to
propagate even if you don’t want to repot.
Cons: Takes longer than division, and not all cuttings
may be successful.

General Care Tips

No matter your chosen propagation method, remember these care
tips for your new Oxalis cordata babies:

Light: Bright, indirect light is ideal. Avoid direct
sunlight, which can scorch their delicate leaves.
Water:  Water  when  the  soil  feels  dry  to  the  touch.
Overwatering can lead to root rot.
Temperature:  Room  temperature  is  perfect  for  these
plants.
Dormancy: Don’t be alarmed if your Oxalis cordata enters
dormancy, a period of rest where it may lose its leaves.
Reduce watering, keep it in a cool, dark place, and it
will re-emerge in a few weeks.

Propagating your own Oxalis cordata is a rewarding experience
that allows you to share the abundance of this low-maintenance
and visually appealing plant. With a little patience and these
simple techniques, you’ll soon have an entire family of these
captivating plants gracing your home.


