
Parajubaea torallyi

Cracking  the  Code:  Growing  the
Majestic Bolivian Mountain Coconut
(Parajubaea torallyi) from Seed
The Bolivian Mountain Coconut, or Parajubaea torallyi, isn’t
your typical backyard palm. Hailing from the dry, inter-Andean
valleys  of  Bolivia,  this  majestic  giant  is  known  for  its
towering height, elegant fronds, and surprising resilience in
cooler climates. While not readily available in nurseries,
propagating  your  own  Parajubaea  torallyi  from  seed  is  a
rewarding  challenge  that  patient  plant  enthusiasts  can
conquer.

Getting Started: Seed Selection and Preparation

The  first  step  to  success  lies  in  sourcing  fresh,  viable
seeds.  Look  for  reputable  online  vendors  specializing  in
exotic  palms.  Once  you  have  your  seeds,  inspect  them
carefully. Healthy Parajubaea torallyi seeds are large, brown,
and slightly oblong. Discard any damaged or moldy seeds.

https://propagate.one/how-to-propagate-parajubaea-torallyi/


To enhance germination rates, a little pre-treatment is key:

Scarification: Gently nick the outer shell of each seed1.
with a file or sandpaper. This breaks down the hard seed
coat and allows for easier water absorption.
Soaking: Submerge the scarified seeds in warm water for2.
24-48 hours. This further softens the seed coat and
encourages germination.

Planting the Seeds: A Home for your Palm-to-Be

Parajubaea torallyi seeds are best sown in a well-draining,
slightly  acidic  potting  mix.  A  pre-mixed  palm  or  cactus
potting soil works perfectly.

Here’s how to plant:

Choose your container: Opt for deep pots (at least 121.
inches) to accommodate the long taproots of these palms.
Fill and sow: Fill the pot with potting mix, leaving2.
about an inch of space from the top. Plant each seed
vertically, pointed end down, ensuring it’s buried about
an inch below the soil surface.
Water  generously:  Thoroughly  moisten  the  soil  after3.
planting. From here on, maintain consistent moisture,
never letting the soil completely dry out.

Patience is Key: Germination and Early Growth

Don’t expect instant results. Parajubaea torallyi seeds are
notorious for their slow and erratic germination, often taking
anywhere from 3 to 12 months (or even longer!) to sprout.

During this time:

Provide warmth: Keep your seed pots in a warm location
(75-85°F) with bright, indirect light. A heating mat
designed for seed starting can be beneficial.
Stay Consistent: Keep the soil consistently moist but
not soggy. Mist the soil surface regularly to maintain



humidity.

Once  your  patience  is  rewarded  with  a  sprout,  gradually
acclimate  the  seedling  to  increasing  amounts  of  direct
sunlight.

Nurturing Your Bolivian Beauty: Care Tips

Light:  While  Parajubaea  torallyi  seedlings  appreciate
some shade initially, mature palms thrive in full sun.
Water: Water deeply and regularly, allowing the top inch
of  soil  to  dry  out  between  waterings.  Avoid
overwatering,  which  can  lead  to  root  rot.
Fertilizer: Feed your palm with a balanced, slow-release
fertilizer specifically formulated for palms during the
growing season (spring and summer).
Repotting: Repot your palm as needed, ideally in spring,
to a larger container with fresh potting mix.

Growing  a  majestic  Parajubaea  torallyi  from  seed  requires
time, dedication, and a touch of patience. But the reward of
nurturing this magnificent palm from a tiny seed to a towering
beauty is an experience like no other, turning your garden
into a testament to the wonders of the natural world.


