
Parthenium incanum

Taming  the  Wildflower:  How  to
Propagate Parthenium incanum
Parthenium  incanum,  also  known  as  mariola  or  New  Mexico
rubberplant,  is  a  fascinating  wildflower  native  to  the
Southwestern United States and Mexico. This hardy perennial
sports  charming  silver-green  foliage  and  delicate  white
blooms,  making  it  a  unique  addition  to  drought-tolerant
gardens and xeriscapes. If you’re intrigued by this resilient
beauty, you might wonder how to propagate it and share its
charm  with  others.  Well,  you’re  in  luck!  Propagating
Parthenium  incanum  is  a  rewarding  endeavor  that  can  be
achieved through two primary methods: seed propagation and
cuttings.

1. Starting from Seed: A Test of Patience

Collecting  Seeds:  In  late  summer  and  early  fall,
Parthenium incanum produces small, brown seeds. Look for
dried flower heads and gently crush them between your
fingers to release the seeds.
Sowing  the  Seeds:  Surface  sow  the  seeds  in  a  well-
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draining seed starting mix. You can do this indoors 6-8
weeks before the last frost, or directly outdoors after
the danger of frost has passed.
Patience  is  Key:  Mariola  seeds  are  known  for  their
unpredictable germination rates. Be patient! It can take
anywhere  from  a  few  weeks  to  several  months  for
seedlings  to  emerge.
Providing Optimal Conditions: Keep the seed starting mix
consistently  moist  but  not  soggy.  Ensure  bright,
indirect light and maintain temperatures around 70-75°F
(21-24°C) for optimal germination.

2. Taking the Fast Track: Propagation by Cuttings

For a quicker and often more successful method, propagate
Parthenium incanum using stem cuttings.

Time it Right: Spring is the best time to take cuttings
when the plant is actively growing.
Choosing  the  Cuttings:  Select  healthy,  non-flowering
stems that are about 4-6 inches long.
Preparing the Cuttings: Remove the lower leaves from the
bottom inch of the stem. Dip the cut end in rooting
hormone (optional but helpful).
Planting the Cuttings: Stick the cuttings into a pot
filled  with  a  well-draining  potting  mix,  burying  at
least one node beneath the soil surface.
Nurturing the Roots: Keep the potting mix consistently
moist and provide bright, indirect light. It typically
takes 4-6 weeks for the cuttings to develop roots.

Successfully Establishing Your New Plants

Once your seedlings or cuttings have developed a strong root
system, you can transplant them into larger containers or
directly into your garden. Choose a location with well-drained
soil and full sun to partial shade.

Remember that Parthenium incanum is a drought-tolerant plant,



so be careful not to overwater. Allow the soil to dry out
completely between waterings.

Final Thoughts:

Whether  you  choose  to  embark  on  the  journey  of  seed
propagation  or  opt  for  the  faster  route  of  cuttings,
propagating  Parthenium  incanum  is  a  fulfilling  experience.
With a little patience and care, you can successfully multiply
these beautiful wildflowers and enjoy their unique charm for
years to come.


