
How  to  Propagate  Paulownia
tomentosa

From Seed to Majesty: Unlocking the
Secrets  of  Paulownia  tomentosa
Propagation
The Paulownia tomentosa, also known as the Empress Tree, is a
regal sight with its heart-shaped leaves and dazzling lilac
blooms. This stunning tree has become increasingly popular for
its rapid growth, beauty, and versatility. But how can you
experience  the  magic  of  this  majestic  tree  yourself?  The
answer lies in the fascinating world of propagation.

Seeds: A Journey from Tiny to Tall

Paulownia  tomentosa  seeds  are  remarkably  small  and  light,
allowing them to disperse far and wide. While you can acquire
seeds online or from specialized nurseries, collecting your
own from mature pods is a rewarding experience. Here’s what
you’ll do:
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Timing is key: Mature seed pods turn brown and dry out1.
in late summer or early fall. Collect the pods just
before they fully shatter.
Prepare the seeds: Open the pods and gently extract the2.
tiny seeds. Allow them to dry thoroughly in a cool, dry
place before storage.
Sowing success: Sow seeds in a seed tray filled with a3.
well-draining  seed-starting  mix.  Keep  the  soil
consistently  moist  and  warm  (around  70-75°F).  Seeds
typically germinate within 1-2 weeks.

Cuttings: Fast-Tracking Growth

For a quicker and more reliable method, try propagating your
Paulownia  tomentosa  from  cuttings.  This  technique  involves
taking portions of existing plants and encouraging them to
develop roots:

Timing matters: The best time to take cuttings is during1.
the dormant season (late fall or early winter). Use
sharp, sterilized pruning shears.
Choose your materials: Select healthy, mature branches2.
from the previous year’s growth. Cuttings should be 6-12
inches long and have at least 3-4 buds.
Prepare the cuttings: Remove the leaves from the lower3.
half of the cutting. Dip the cut end in rooting hormone
for enhanced root development.
Planting and care: Insert the cuttings into a rooting4.
mix (a blend of peat moss and perlite works well) and
keep them consistently moist. Place the cuttings in a
warm, bright location, but avoid direct sunlight.

Understanding the Pros and Cons

Both seed and cutting propagation have their merits. While
seeds are readily available and allow for a wider range of
genetic diversity, they take longer to germinate and may not
always produce trees with the same desirable traits as the



parent plant. Cuttings offer a faster, more reliable method,
guaranteeing a high success rate and replicating the parent
plant’s characteristics.

Embrace the Magic of Paulownia tomentosa

Whether you choose the nurturing process of growing from seeds
or the speed and dependability of cuttings, propagation is a
fantastic adventure. With a little patience and the right
techniques,  you  can  create  your  own  thriving  Paulownia
tomentosa, adding a touch of regal beauty to your landscape.
Enjoy watching its rapid growth, admire its majestic flowers,
and celebrate the magic of this remarkable tree.


