
Phacelia ciliata

Cultivating  Charm:  A  Guide  to
Propagating Phacelia ciliata
Phacelia  ciliata,  also  known  as  Great  Valley  phacelia  or
purple tansy, is a California native wildflower that enchants
with  its  delicate  beauty  and  benefits  pollinators.  This
vibrant annual, adorned with lavender blooms resembling tiny
upturned  bells,  can  bring  a  touch  of  wild  grace  to  your
garden. Whether you’re a seasoned gardener or just starting,
propagating Phacelia ciliata is a rewarding endeavor. Let’s
delve into the how-tos of welcoming this wildflower into your
outdoor haven.

Method 1: Direct Sowing – Embracing the Wild Side

Mirroring nature’s approach, direct sowing is the simplest and
most effective way to propagate Phacelia ciliata. This method
plays to the plant’s natural lifecycle and offers the most
authentic wildflower experience.

Timing is Key:
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Fall Sowing (Recommended): In areas with mild winters,
sow seeds in the fall, ideally after the first rain.
This allows the seeds to naturally stratify (experience
a period of cold temperatures) over winter, leading to
optimal germination in spring.
Spring Sowing: If you missed the fall window, early
spring sowing is possible but may result in slightly
later blooms.

Sowing Steps:

Site  Selection:  Choose  a  location  with  full  sun  to1.
partial shade. Phacelia ciliata thrives in well-drained
soil but tolerates various soil types.
Seed Scattering: Scatter seeds evenly over the desired2.
area.  Do  not  bury  them;  these  seeds  need  light  to
germinate.
Gentle Tamping: Lightly press the seeds into the soil3.
using your hand or the back of a rake to ensure good
contact.
Water Wisely: Water lightly to moisten the soil. Avoid4.
overwatering, which can wash away seeds or cause them to
rot.

Method 2: Starting Indoors – A Head Start on Spring

For those who enjoy the nurturing aspect of starting seeds
indoors or for gardeners in colder climates, starting Phacelia
ciliata  indoors  can  offer  a  bit  more  control  over  the
germination  process.

Timing: Sow seeds 4-6 weeks before the last expected frost in
your area.

Sowing Steps:

Choose Your Vessels: Use seed trays or biodegradable1.
pots filled with a well-draining seed-starting mix.
Sow and Cover: Place one or two seeds per cell or pot,2.



lightly pressing them onto the surface of the soil. Do
not bury them.
Water Gently: Mist the soil with water, being careful3.
not to dislodge the seeds.
Provide Warmth and Light: Place the trays in a warm,4.
bright location. A sunny windowsill or under grow lights
works well.
Transplant Time: Once seedlings develop at least two5.
sets of true leaves and all danger of frost has passed,
harden them off gradually by exposing them to outdoor
conditions for increasing periods. Then, transplant them
into your garden, spacing them about 12 inches apart.

Nurturing Your Blooming Beauties

Phacelia ciliata is relatively low-maintenance, making it a
joy for gardeners of all levels:

Watering: Once established, water only during extended
dry periods.
Fertilizer: Generally not needed, especially in fertile
soil.
Deadheading  (Optional):  While  not  essential,  removing
spent flower stalks can encourage further blooming.

By following these simple propagation techniques, you’ll be
rewarded with a stunning display of Phacelia ciliata in no
time. Its delicate blooms will attract beneficial pollinators
like bees and butterflies, transforming your garden into a
sanctuary of buzzing beauty and vibrant life.


