
How to Propagate Polygonatum
orientale

Unveiling  the  Secrets:  How  to
Propagate  the  Enchanting
Polygonatum Orientale
The  Polygonatum  orientale,  affectionately  known  as  the
Solomon’s Seal, is a captivating plant that adds a touch of
elegance and mystery to any garden. With its arching stems of
delicate,  bell-shaped  flowers  followed  by  striking  berry
clusters,  it’s  no  wonder  this  plant  has  become  a  popular
choice among gardeners. But what if you wanted to share this
beauty with others or simply expand your own collection? The
good news is, propagating Solomon’s Seal is relatively easy
and can be accomplished in a few different ways.

1. Division: A Simple and Effective Method

Division is the most common and straightforward method of
propagating Polygonatum orientale. It’s best done in early
spring or late summer, when the plant is actively growing.
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Here’s how it works:

Prepare the Plant: Gently dig up the clump of Solomon’s
Seal, being careful not to damage the roots. Use a sharp
knife or your hands to separate the plant into smaller
divisions, each containing a healthy set of roots and
shoots.
Planting: Choose a suitable location with moist, well-
draining soil and partial shade. Dig individual planting
holes slightly larger than the root ball. Place the
divisions in the holes, ensuring the crown (the point
where roots and stems meet) is at soil level.
Water and Maintain: Water the newly planted divisions
thoroughly and keep the soil constantly moist during the
first few weeks. As the plants establish themselves,
they can be watered less frequently.

2. Root Cuttings: A Less Common but Effective Option

For  a  more  adventurous  propagation  method,  consider  root
cuttings. This technique is best done in late autumn after the
foliage has died back.

Gather the Cuttings: Carefully excavate a portion of the
Solomon’s  Seal’s  roots,  looking  for  healthy,  pencil-
thick segments about 3-4 inches long.
Prepare  the  Cuttings:  Cut  the  roots  into  pieces,
ensuring each piece has at least one bud.
Planting: Create shallow trenches in a well-prepared bed
with moist, fertile soil, and place the root cuttings
horizontally  in  the  trenches,  with  the  buds  facing
upwards. Cover the cuttings with soil and water them
well.
Patience is Key: Root cuttings may take several months
to develop. Keep the soil moist and be patient!

3. Seed Propagation: A Longer Journey

For those with ample patience and a desire to witness the full
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lifecycle  of  the  Solomon’s  Seal,  seed  propagation  is  an
option, although it involves more time and effort.

Collecting the Seeds: Harvest the ripe berries in late
summer and extract the seeds by crushing them in a bowl
of water.
Scarification and Stratification: Because the seeds have
a hard coat, they benefit from scarification (scratching
the seed coat) to aid germination. Next, they need a
period  of  cold  stratification,  which  mimics  winter
conditions. This can be done by placing them in moist
vermiculite and storing them in a refrigerator for 2-3
months.
Sowing: After stratification, sow the seeds in a seed
tray filled with a seed-starting mix. Keep the soil
moist and warm.
Transplanting:  When  seedlings  are  large  enough  to
handle, they can be transplanted into individual pots
and eventually outdoors.

Choosing the Right Method:

There is no “right” answer when choosing a propagation method.
Division is generally the easiest and most reliable, while
root cuttings offer a slightly more advanced technique. Seed
propagation is the most time-consuming but can be rewarding
for those who enjoy the journey.

No matter which technique you choose, propagating Polygonatum
orientale is a rewarding experience that allows you to share
the beauty and grace of this captivating plant with others or
simply expand your own garden oasis. So, get your hands dirty,
choose your method, and enjoy the process of bringing new life
to this enchanting Solomon’s Seal!


