How to Propagate Polytaenia
nuttallii
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Taming the Wild Prairie Parsnip:
Propagating Polytaenia nuttallii

The Prairie Parsnip (Polytaenia nuttallii), with its delicate
yellow umbels held aloft on sturdy stems, brings a unique wild
charm to any garden. This North American native, often found
gracing prairies and meadows, 1s surprisingly easy to
propagate, making it a rewarding choice for both novice and
seasoned gardeners looking to add a touch of native beauty to
their landscapes.

Seed: Sow the Seeds of Success

Propagating Prairie Parsnip from seed is the most common and
straightforward method. The key to success lies in mimicking
its natural lifecycle.

= Timing is Everything: Collect seeds in late summer or
early fall when the flower heads have dried and turned
brown. Direct sow them immediately, as Prairie Parsnip
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seeds need a period of cold stratification (exposure to
winter temperatures) to germinate properly.

- Embrace the Chill: If you miss the fall sowing window,
don’t worry! You can cold stratify the seeds yourself.
Mix them with moist sand or vermiculite, seal them in a
plastic bag, and store them in the refrigerator for 6-8
weeks before sowing in spring.

- Sowing Depth Matters: Gently press the seeds into the
soil, ensuring they’'re covered with about % inch of
soil. Keep the seedbed consistently moist until
germination, which usually takes 2-3 weeks.

Division: Sharing is Caring (and Multiplying!)

For established clumps of Prairie Parsnip, division 1is an
excellent way to propagate new plants while controlling their
spread.

-When to Divide: Early spring, just as new growth
emerges, is the ideal time for division.

= Digging Deep: Using a sharp spade or garden fork,
carefully dig around the clump, ensuring you go deep
enough to avoid damaging the roots.

Divide and Conquer: Divide the clump into smaller
sections, each with a healthy root system and several
growth points.

- Replant with Care: Replant the divisions at the same
depth they were originally growing. Water them well and
provide some shade during the initial establishment
period.

A Few Pro Tips:

= Sun-Kissed Location: Prairie Parsnip thrives in full sun
to partial shade. Opt for a location that receives at
least six hours of direct sunlight daily.

- Well-Drained Soil is Key: These beauties prefer well-
drained soil. Amending heavy clay soils with compost or



sand can improve drainage.

- Water Wisely: While Prairie Parsnip is relatively
drought-tolerant once established, regular watering,
especially during dry spells, is essential for optimal
growth.

- Embrace its Wild Nature: This plant naturally self-
seeds. Deadhead spent flower heads to control its spread
if desired.

A Rewarding Addition to Your Garden

With its low-maintenance nature and striking appearance,
propagating Prairie Parsnip is a rewarding experience for any
gardener. By following these simple steps, you can enjoy the
charm of this native wildflower and contribute to preserving
its presence in our landscapes for generations to come.



