
Potentilla erecta

Multiply Your Luck: An Easy Guide
to  Propagating  Tormentil
(Potentilla erecta)
Tormentil, or Potentilla erecta, is a charming little plant
with sunny yellow flowers that brighten up gardens and natural
spaces  alike.  Beyond  its  cheerful  appearance,  this  hardy
perennial boasts a rich history of medicinal use, earning it
the nickname "Seven Times Stronger Than Oak." But did you know
that  this  resilient  plant  is  also  incredibly  easy  to
propagate?  That’s  right,  multiplying  your  tormentil  is  a
breeze,  allowing  you  to  spread  its  charm  throughout  your
garden or share its magic with friends.

This guide will walk you through three simple methods for
propagating Potentilla erecta:

1. Seed Starting: A Dance With Patience
While tormentil can be grown from seed, it requires a bit more
patience than other methods. Here’s what you need to do:
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Collect ripe seeds: Look for the small, brown seeds
clustered within the spent flower heads in late summer.
Sow  in  fall  or  spring:  For  best  results,  sow  seeds
directly outdoors in fall, allowing them to experience
natural stratification (a period of cold temperatures).
Alternatively, you can cold-stratify the seeds yourself
by  storing  them  in  a  moist  paper  towel  in  the
refrigerator for 4-6 weeks before sowing in spring.
Provide  light  and  moisture:  Surface  sow  the  seeds,
pressing them gently onto the soil, but don’t bury them.
Keep the soil consistently moist but not waterlogged.
Be patient: Germination can be slow and sporadic, taking
anywhere from a few weeks to several months.

Tip: Scarifying the seeds – lightly scratching or nicking the
hard outer layer – can help improve germination rates.

2.  Division:  The  Gift  that  Keeps  on
Giving
Division is the easiest and most reliable way to propagate
tormentil and can be done in spring or fall. Here’s how:

Lift  the  plant:  Carefully  dig  around  the  base  of  a
mature tormentil clump, ensuring you lift the entire
root system.
Divide the clump: Using a sharp, clean knife or garden
spade, carefully divide the clump into smaller sections,
making sure each section has a good portion of roots and
shoots.
Replant and water: Replant the divisions at the same
depth they were originally growing and water them in
well.

Tip: Divide tormentil every 3-4 years to maintain its vigor
and prevent overcrowding.



3. Root Cuttings: From Roots to Riches
While  not  as  common  as  division,  taking  root  cuttings  is
another effective way to propagate tormentil:

Take cuttings in late fall or early spring: When the
plant is dormant, carefully dig around the base and take
2-3 inch long cuttings from healthy roots.
Prepare  the  cuttings:  Trim  the  top  of  each  cutting
straight  and  the  bottom  at  a  slant  to  easily
differentiate  them.
Pot and grow: Plant the cuttings vertically in a pot
filled with well-draining soil mix, ensuring the slanted
end points down. Keep the soil moist and place the pot
in a bright spot but out of direct sunlight.

Tip: Dipping the ends of the root cuttings in rooting hormone
before planting can encourage faster root development.

With a little patience and these simple techniques, you’ll
soon have multiple tormentil plants to enhance your garden’s
beauty. So go ahead, multiply your luck and enjoy the cheerful
presence of this resilient and charming perennial!


