How to Propagate Protea
susannae

Taming the Sugarbush: A Guide to
Propagating Protea susannae

The “Suzannae” or “Stink Leaf Sugarbush” (Protea susannae) 1is
a captivating plant with unique charm. Its large, pale-pink to
creamy-green flowers, tinged with maroon, aren’t just
beautiful; they also release a sweet, yeasty scent that gives
the plant its common name. But unlike its more popular cousin,
the King Protea, the “Suzannae” 1is surprisingly easy to
propagate at home. So, if you’re looking to add a touch of
exotic beauty to your garden, read on!

Two Paths to Propagation: Seed vs. Cuttings

The “Suzannae” can be propagated through seeds or cuttings.
Both methods have their pros and cons:

1. Seed Propagation:

= Pros:
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= More readily available and affordable.
»0ffers the potential for greater genetic
diversity.
= Cons:
» Takes longer to produce flowering plants (2-3
years).
 Germination rates can be inconsistent.

2. Cutting Propagation:

= Pros:
 Faster method (flowering in 1-2 years).
» Produces a genetically identical plant to the

parent.
= Cons:
= Requires access to a healthy parent plant for
cuttings.
»Slightly more complex and requires careful
technique.

Taking the Seed Route:

If you choose to propagate from seed, here’s a step-by-step
guide:

1. Harvesting Seeds: Collect mature seed heads from a
healthy “Suzannae” in late summer to fall. Allow them to
dry completely indoors.

2. Pre-treating Seeds: Soak the seeds in a smoke treatment
solution for 24 hours. This mimics natural fire
conditions and encourages germination.

3. Sowing: Plant seeds in a well-draining, slightly acidic
potting mix (a blend of peat moss, perlite, and sand
works well). Sow seeds shallowly, about % inch deep.

4. Watering: Keep the soil consistently moist but not
waterlogged.

5. Patience: Be patient! Germination can take anywhere from
a few weeks to a couple of months.



The Cutting Edge: Propagating from Cuttings:
For a faster propagation method, cuttings are the way to go:

1. Timing is Key: Take cuttings in late spring or early
summer from healthy, non-flowering stems.

2. Making the Cut: Using sterilized pruning shears, take a
4-6 inch cutting just below a leaf node. Remove the
lower leaves, leaving 2-3 at the top.

3. Hormone Boost: Dip the cut end in rooting hormone powder
to encourage root development.

4. Potting Up: Plant the cutting in a well-draining potting
mix, burying the bottom node.

5. Creating Humidity: Cover the pot with a plastic bag or
humidity dome to maintain moisture.

6. Rooting Time: Keep the potting mix consistently moist.
Roots should develop in 6-8 weeks.

Caring for Your “Suzannae”:

Whether you choose seeds or cuttings, here are some essential
care tips for your “Suzannae”:

- Sunlight: Provide at least 6 hours of direct sunlight
daily.

- Watering: Water deeply but infrequently, allowing the
soil to dry out slightly between waterings.

= Soil: Well-draining, slightly acidic soil is crucial.

- Fertilizer: Fertilize sparingly during the growing
season with a low-phosphorus fertilizer.

With a little patience and the right techniques, you can
successfully propagate your own “Protea susannae” and enjoy
the unique beauty of this South African treasure in your own
garden.



