
How  to  Propagate  Pycnandra
lissophylla

The  Mysterious  Pycnandra
lissophylla:  Can  You  Grow  This
Nickel-Rich Wonder?
Deep in the rainforests of New Caledonia lives a tree with an
unusual appetite. This isn’t your average, sun-loving, water-
drinking plant. This is Pycnandra lissophylla, a tree that
craves nickel, hoarding it in its sap to the point where it
takes  on  a  striking  blue-green  hue.  This  fascinating
adaptation  has  earned  it  the  nickname  “the  nickel
hyperaccumulator,” but it also raises the question: can you
grow this metallic marvel at home?

The answer, in short, is probably not. Propagating Pycnandra
lissophylla  outside  its  natural  habitat  is  incredibly
challenging  for  several  reasons:

1. Nickel Dependence: This tree isn’t just tolerant of nickel,
it thrives on it. In the wild, it grows on serpentine soils,
which are naturally rich in heavy metals toxic to most plants.
Pycnandra  lissophylla  evolved  to  not  only  survive  but  to
utilize  nickel,  possibly  as  a  defense  mechanism  against
herbivores. Replicating this specific soil composition at home
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is extremely difficult and potentially dangerous due to the
toxicity of nickel.

2. Specialized Environment: Hailing from the rainforests of
New Caledonia, this tree thrives in a humid, tropical climate
with  specific  light  and  temperature  conditions.  Recreating
this  environment  outside  of  its  native  range  requires
controlled greenhouse environments and a deep understanding of
its ecological needs.

3. Limited Research: As a relatively understudied species,
there  is  limited  publicly  available  information  on  the
successful propagation of Pycnandra lissophylla. Most research
has  focused  on  its  extraordinary  nickel-accumulating
properties  and  potential  applications  in  the  field  of
phytoremediation (using plants to clean contaminated soils).

4. Conservation Status: While not officially classified as
endangered, the Pycnandra lissophylla, like many rainforest
species, faces threats from habitat loss and nickel mining
activities. This makes acquiring seeds or cuttings ethically
problematic and potentially illegal.

So, what can you do if you’re captivated by this metallic
marvel?

Learn More: Support research and conservation efforts
focused  on  Pycnandra  lissophylla  and  the  unique
biodiversity  of  New  Caledonia.
Explore  Alternatives:  There  are  numerous  other
fascinating  plant  species  that  thrive  in  more
traditional  home  environments.  Consider  exploring  the
world  of  carnivorous  plants,  air  plants,  or  other
unusual flora.
Appreciate from Afar: Sometimes, the most responsible
way to appreciate the wonders of nature is to admire
them from a distance. Pictures and documentaries can
offer  fascinating  glimpses  into  the  lives  of  these



extraordinary organisms.

While growing your own Pycnandra lissophylla might be out of
reach, the story of this nickel-sipping tree offers a glimpse
into the incredible adaptations and often overlooked beauty of
the plant world.


