
Schotia brachypetala

Unleash  the  Fiery  Beauty:
Propagating  the  Weeping  Schotia
(Schotia brachypetala)
The Weeping Schotia, also known as the African Weeping Wattle
or the Tree Fuchsia, is a sight to behold. This stunning tree,
native to Southern Africa, boasts a vibrant display of scarlet
to  reddish-pink  flowers  that  cascade  like  fiery  tears,
attracting an array of pollinators with their sweet nectar.

If you’re captivated by the Weeping Schotia’s beauty and want
to welcome its fiery charm into your own garden, propagation
is the answer. While a rewarding process, it requires patience
and a touch of green-thumb magic. Let’s dive into two of the
most effective methods for propagating Schotia brachypetala:

1. Seed Propagation: A Journey of Patience and Reward

Propagating  Weeping  Schotia  from  seed  is  a  fulfilling
experience that brings you close to the tree’s natural life
cycle. Here’s how to embark on this rewarding journey:
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a) Seed Collection and Preparation:

Collect mature seed pods directly from the tree during
late summer or early autumn.
Allow the pods to dry completely until they split open,
revealing the hard, brown seeds.
Soak the seeds in hot (not boiling) water for 24 hours
to soften the outer shell and improve germination rates.

b) Sowing the Seeds:

Use a well-draining seed-starting mix and fill small
pots or seed trays.
Sow the seeds about an inch deep and cover them lightly
with the mix.
Water gently and maintain consistent moisture without
overwatering.
Place the pots in a warm, sunny location with indirect
sunlight.

c) Germination and Care:

Germination typically takes 2-4 weeks. Be patient!
Once the seedlings have developed a few true leaves,
thin them out to allow the strongest to flourish.
Gradually acclimate the seedlings to outdoor conditions
before transplanting them to their permanent location.

2. Semi-Hardwood Cuttings: A Faster Route to Rooted Success

For  those  seeking  a  quicker  approach,  propagating  Weeping
Schotia from semi-hardwood cuttings provides a faster path to
a flourishing tree. Follow these steps for success:

a) Timing and Cutting Selection:

The ideal time to take semi-hardwood cuttings is in late
spring or early summer when new growth has partially
matured.
Choose healthy stems that are still flexible but have



started to harden slightly.
Using sharp, clean pruning shears, take cuttings about
4-6 inches long, making the cut just below a leaf node.

b) Preparing the Cuttings:

Remove the leaves from the lower third of the cutting to
prevent rot.
Dip the cut end in rooting hormone powder to encourage
root development.

c) Planting and Encouraging Root Growth:

Prepare a pot with a well-draining rooting mix.
Create a hole in the mix and gently insert the cutting,
burying at least two nodes below the soil.
Water thoroughly and cover the pot with a clear plastic
bag  or  humidity  dome  to  create  a  warm,  moist
environment.

d) Rooting and Transplanting:

Keep the cuttings in a well-lit area, but out of direct
sunlight.
Maintain consistent moisture, ensuring proper drainage.
Rooting  can  take  several  weeks.  Once  roots  have
developed and new growth appears, gradually acclimate
the cuttings to outdoor conditions before transplanting
to their permanent location.

A Final Note of Encouragement:

Propagating  the  Weeping  Schotia,  whether  from  seed  or
cuttings, is a labor of love. With patience, care, and the
right knowledge, you can successfully cultivate these stunning
trees  and  enjoy  their  fiery  blossoms  for  years  to  come.
Embrace  the  journey,  and  remember  that  every  successful
propagation adds to the beauty and biodiversity of our world.


