
How  to  Propagate  Senecio
crassissimus

Vertical  Thrills:  Mastering
Propagation  Techniques  for  Your
Senecio Crassissimus
The Senecio crassissimus, fondly nicknamed the “Vertical Leaf
Plant”  for  its  striking  upright  foliage,  is  a  succulent
delighting  plant  parents  with  its  architectural  shape  and
vibrant  purple  hues.  Native  to  Madagascar,  this  low-
maintenance beauty is relatively easy to care for but even
more rewarding to propagate. That’s right, multiplying your
Vertical  Leaf  collection  is  achievable  and  surprisingly
simple.  Whether  you’re  a  seasoned  plant  enthusiast  or  a
curious beginner, this guide will equip you with the know-how
to successfully propagate your Senecio crassissimus and share
your love for this unique succulent.
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Two Paths to Proliferation: Cuttings vs.
Seeds
There  are  two  primary  methods  to  propagate  your  Senecio
crassissimus: stem cuttings and seeds.

1. Stem Cuttings: The Go-To Method

Stem cuttings offer the most straightforward and reliable path
to propagating your Vertical Leaf Plant. Here’s how:

Timing  is  Key:  Spring  and  early  summer,  during  the
plant’s  active  growing  season,  are  ideal  for  taking
cuttings.
Clean  Cut:  Using  a  clean,  sharp  knife  or  gardening
shears, cut a healthy stem about 3-4 inches long. Make
sure to cut just below a leaf node – the point where
leaves emerge.
Callus Time: Allow the cut end of the stem to callus
over for a few days. This prevents rot when planted.
You’ll know it’s ready when the cut end feels dry and
slightly hardened.
Planting Time: Fill a small pot with a well-draining
soil mix specially formulated for succulents and cacti.
Make a small indentation in the soil and gently insert
the calloused end of the cutting.
Patience, Young Padawan: Water sparingly, allowing the
soil  to  dry  out  completely  between  waterings.  Avoid
overwatering, as this can lead to root rot. Place the
pot in bright, indirect light and wait patiently for new
growth to appear, a sign that roots have successfully
developed.

2. Seeds: A Journey of Patience and Reward

Propagating from seeds takes longer and is less predictable
than stem cuttings, but it’s a rewarding process for those who
enjoy the journey.



Source  &  Timing:  Acquire  fresh  Senecio  crassissimus
seeds from a reputable supplier. Sow seeds in spring for
optimal germination.
Light is Life: Fill a seed tray with a well-draining
seed starting mix and sprinkle the seeds evenly over the
surface.  Don’t  bury  them;  Senecio  crassissimus  seeds
need light to germinate.
Creating a Greenhouse Effect: Mist the soil lightly with
water and cover the tray with a clear plastic lid or
wrap to create a humid environment.
Warmth & Patience: Place the tray in a warm, brightly
lit location, out of direct sunlight. Germination can
take anywhere from a few weeks to a couple of months.
Transplanting Time: Once the seedlings have developed a
couple of sets of true leaves, they can be carefully
transplanted into individual pots.

A Note of Caution: Potential Challenges
While  generally  easy  to  propagate,  be  mindful  of  these
potential issues:

Overwatering:  The  nemesis  of  succulents,  including
Senecio  crassissimus.  Allow  the  soil  to  dry  out
completely  between  waterings.
Poor Drainage: Using a well-draining soil mix is crucial
to prevent root rot.
Insufficient  Light:  Choose  a  location  with  bright,
indirect light for optimal growth.

By following these guidelines and understanding the needs of
your  Vertical  Leaf  Plant,  you’ll  be  well  on  your  way  to
cultivating  a  flourishing  collection  of  these  captivating
succulents. Happy propagating!


