
Sideroxylon salicifolium

Willow  Bustic  Propagation:  More
Than Just a Pretty Face
The  Willow  Bustic  (Sideroxylon  salicifolium),  a  Florida
native,  charms  with  its  willow-like  foliage  and  resilient
nature. This attractive evergreen tree, also known as White
Buckthorn  or  Bustic,  offers  more  than  visual  appeal.  Its
ability to thrive in various conditions, from coastal areas to
inland forests, makes it a landscaping favorite. But what if
you want to share the beauty of this tree with friends or
expand its presence in your own yard? That’s where propagation
comes in!

Propagating Willow Bustic can be a rewarding experience, but
it requires patience and a bit of know-how. While this tree
isn’t the easiest to propagate, success is achievable with the
right approach. Let’s explore the various methods:

1. Seed Propagation: The Natural Way

Seed Collection: Collect mature, black fruits directly
from the tree. You’ll need to remove the fleshy pulp,
which can inhibit germination.
Scarification: Willow Bustic seeds have a hard outer
coating. Gently nicking or sanding the seed coat can
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improve water absorption and germination rates.
Sowing: Plant the seeds in a well-draining seed starting
mix,  keeping  them  consistently  moist  but  not
waterlogged.
Patience: Germination can be slow and erratic, sometimes
taking several months.

Seed propagation reflects the natural order, but it does come
with challenges:

Time Commitment: The long germination period might not
be ideal for those seeking quicker results.
Variability: Seed-grown trees may display variations in
traits compared to the parent plant.

2. Cutting Propagation: A Faster Route

Taking cuttings offers a quicker route to new Willow Bustic
trees with the added benefit of preserving the parent plant’s
characteristics.

Timing: Early morning during the growing season is best
for taking cuttings.
Selection:  Choose  healthy,  semi-hardwood  stems,  about
4-6 inches long.
Preparation: Remove leaves from the lower portion of the
cutting  and  consider  using  a  rooting  hormone  to
encourage  root  development.
Planting:  Insert  the  cuttings  into  a  well-draining
potting mix, keeping the soil consistently moist.

While faster than seeds, cuttings present their own hurdles:

Environmental  Control:  Cuttings  require  a  humid
environment to prevent drying out. Using a propagation
dome or humidity chamber significantly increases success
rates.

3. Air Layering: Advanced Technique, Promising Results



Air layering involves promoting root growth on a stem while
it’s still attached to the parent plant. While more complex,
it can be highly effective for Willow Bustic.

Process: This method involves making an upward cut on a
healthy  branch  and  wrapping  the  wound  with  moist
sphagnum  moss,  secured  with  plastic  wrap.
Patience: Roots may take several weeks or even months to
develop. Once a substantial root system is visible, you
can sever the branch below the roots and pot it.

Factors Affecting Success:

Soil: Well-draining soil is crucial, as Willow Bustic
dislikes soggy roots.
Light: Provide ample sunlight or bright, indirect light
for optimal growth.
Watering:  Water  consistently  during  establishment,
allowing the soil to slightly dry between waterings.

Propagation: A Journey of Patience and Reward

Whether  you  choose  seeds,  cuttings,  or  air  layering,
propagating your Willow Bustic is a rewarding experience. It
requires patience, the right techniques, and a touch of green-
thumb  magic.  Remember,  each  attempt  contributes  to  your
understanding  of  this  resilient  and  beautiful  tree.  So,
embrace the journey, and soon enough, you’ll be enjoying the
fruits of your labor – perhaps even sharing new Willow Bustic
saplings with fellow plant enthusiasts.


