
Sisyrinchium platense

Beyond  the  Blue-Eyed  Grass:
Propagating  the  Charming
Sisyrinchium platense
The plant world is brimming with species boasting exotic names
and  equally  fascinating  appearances.  One  such  gem  is  the
Sisyrinchium platense, better known by its charming moniker,
"Blue-Eyed Grass." But don’t let the "grass" part fool you,
this beauty, with its delicate blue-violet blooms, is a type
of iris, adding a touch of whimsical elegance to any garden.
Intrigued?  Let’s  explore  the  art  of  propagating  this
captivating  plant.

Two  Paths  to  Propagation:  Seeds  and
Divisions
Like many of its plant brethren, Sisyrinchium platense offers
two primary methods of propagation:

1. Starting from Seed:
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Timing is Everything: The ideal time to sow your seeds
is late summer or early fall. This allows the seeds to
experience  the  natural  chilling  period  of  winter,
crucial for germination.
Sowing the Seeds: Choose a well-drained seed starting
mix and sow the seeds on the surface, pressing them
lightly.
Patience  is  Key:  Germination  can  be  slow,  sometimes
taking several months. Keep the soil consistently moist
but not waterlogged, and ensure adequate sunlight.
Transplanting  Triumph:  Once  the  seedlings  are  large
enough to handle, transplant them into individual pots
or  directly  into  your  garden,  spacing  them  about  6
inches apart.

2. Division: A Quicker Route to Blooms:

When to Divide: Early spring or fall, when the plant is
not  actively  flowering,  is  the  perfect  time  for
division.
Digging  Deep:  Carefully  dig  up  a  mature  clump  of
Sisyrinchium  platense,  ensuring  you  get  a  good  root
system.
Gentle Separation: Gently tease apart the clump into
smaller sections, each with healthy roots and shoots.
Replanting Success: Replant the divisions immediately at
the same depth they were originally growing, watering
them well.

Tips for Successful Propagation:
Well-Drained Soil is Key: Sisyrinchium platense thrives
in moist but well-drained soil. Soggy conditions can
lead to root rot, so ensure proper drainage.
Sunlight  is  Your  Ally:  These  plants  adore  sunshine.
Choose a location in your garden that receives at least
six hours of direct sunlight each day.
Watering  Wisdom:  While  they  enjoy  moist  soil,  avoid



overwatering.  Water  deeply  but  infrequently,  allowing
the soil surface to dry slightly between waterings.
Fertilize with Care: A light application of balanced
fertilizer in spring is usually sufficient. Avoid over-
fertilizing, as this can lead to lush foliage growth at
the expense of blooms.

The Joys of Sharing Your Bounty:
One  of  the  most  rewarding  aspects  of  propagation  is  the
ability to share your success with others. Gift a friend a pot
of your lovingly propagated Sisyrinchium platense, spreading
the joy of these beautiful blue blooms. Imagine their delight
as these charming flowers grace their own gardens, a testament
to your green thumb and the captivating allure of the "Blue-
Eyed Grass."


