How to Propagate Stachys
chamissonis
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From One to Many: Easily
Propagating Your Stachys
Chamissonis

You've fallen in love with the fluffy, silvery-grey foliage
and vibrant purple flowers of the Stachys Chamissonis,
commonly known as the “Lamb’s Ears” or “Woolly Hedgenettle,”
and now you want more! Fear not, propagating this charming
plant is a breeze, even for the novice gardener. Let’s delve
into the two most popular methods for expanding your Stachys
Chamissonis collection:

1. Division: A Quick and Easy Solution

Division is the simplest way to multiply your Lamb’s Ears.
This technique involves separating mature clumps into
individual plants. Here’'s how:

- Timing is Key: Early spring or late summer are ideal
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times for division. This gives the new plants a chance
to establish roots before the harsh conditions of
winter.

- Preparation: Gently dig around the base of the plant,
loosening the soil. Using a sharp knife or spade,
carefully divide the clump into sections, making sure
each division has healthy roots and at least a few
stems.

= Replanting: Choose a sunny spot in your garden with
well-drained soil. Plant the divisions at the same depth
as the original plant, spacing them about 1-2 feet
apart. Water them well after planting.

2. Stem Cuttings: A Quick and Easy Solution

For a more controlled propagation approach, stem cuttings are
a great option. Here’s how to make the most of those beautiful
stems:

=« Timing is Key: Mid-spring to early summer is the optimal
time for taking stem cuttings. This is when the plant is
actively growing and the cuttings will root readily.

= Selection: Choose healthy stems with no visible signs of
disease. It’s best to use stems that are semi-hardened,
meaning they are flexible but have some rigidity.

= Preparation: Cut the stems into 4-6 inch long pieces,
making sure to cut just below a node (the point where a
leaf grows from the stem). Remove any leaves below the
soil line.

- Rooting: Dip the cut end of the stem in rooting hormone,
and then plant them into a pot filled with a sterile
rooting medium (like peat moss or a mixture of
vermiculite and perlite). Keep the potting mix uniformly
moist.

- Patience is Key: Keep your cuttings in a warm, bright
location, but out of direct sunlight. With regular
watering and attention, roots should begin to develop
within 4 to 6 weeks. Once roots are established, you can



transplant them into individual pots or into your
garden.

Tips for Success

- Water Wisely: Stachys Chamissonis prefers well-drained
soil, so avoid overwatering. Always allow the soil to
dry slightly between waterings.

= Sunlight: This plant thrives in full sun to partial
shade.

- Pest and Disease: Lamb’s Ears are relatively pest and
disease-free. However, keep an eye out for aphids,
slugs, and snails.

- Fertilizer: Fertilize your plants with a balanced
fertilizer in the spring for lush growth.

= Protect Your Flowers: When your plants start to bloom,
enjoy the beautiful purple flowers. Make sure to leave
some of the flowers on the plant if you want to
encourage seed production and attract pollinators.

With a little patience and care, you can easily expand your
Stachys Chamissonis collection. Enjoy the process of
propagating these delightful plants and revel in the bounty of
fluffy grey foliage and charming purple blooms.



