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Unlocking the Secrets: Propagating
the Majestic Stryphnodendron
moricolor

The Stryphnodendron moricolor, also known as the "barbatimao-
vermelho" in its native Brazil, 1is a striking tree with so
much to offer. Its vibrant reddish-brown bark, feathery
foliage, and delicate yellow flowers make it a unique and
beautiful addition to any landscape. While not as readily
available as other ornamental trees, propagating your own
Stryphnodendron moricolor is a rewarding endeavor for any
plant enthusiast willing to learn its secrets.

Seeds: The Path of Patience and
Persistence

Propagating Stryphnodendron moricolor from seeds requires
patience, as the seeds have a naturally tough outer shell and
can be slow to germinate. Here’s how you can increase your
chances of success:

1. Seed Collection and Preparation:

» Collect mature, dry pods directly from the tree, ideally
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during the dry season.

 Extract the seeds from the pods and remove any remaining
pulp or debris.

= Scarification: To break dormancy, lightly scarify the
seeds. This involves gently rubbing the seed coat with
sandpaper or a nail file. Be careful not to damage the
inner embryo.

 Soak: Soak the scarified seeds in warm water for 24-48
hours to further soften the seed coat and encourage
germination.

2. Sowing and Germination:

= Plant the soaked seeds in a well-draining seed-starting
mix, burying them about 1 inch deep.

- Water thoroughly and maintain consistent moisture.

 Provide warmth and humidity. A seedling heat mat or a
warm, humid location will be beneficial.

= Germination can be erratic and take anywhere from a few
weeks to several months.

Cuttings: A Quicker Route to Success

Propagating from cuttings offers a faster method compared to
seeds, although it requires more specific conditions and might
not always be successful.

1. Timing is Key:

» The best time to take cuttings is during the active
growing season, ideally in late spring or early summer.

2. Selecting and Preparing the Cuttings:

» Choose healthy, semi-hardwood stems that are about 4-6
inches long.

 Make a clean cut just below a leaf node using a sharp,
sterilized knife or pruning shears.

- Remove leaves from the lower two-thirds of the cutting,



leaving 2-3 leaves at the top.

3. Rooting Hormone and Planting:

»Dip the cut end of the stem in rooting hormone to
stimulate root development.

 Plant the cuttings in a well-draining rooting medium,
such as a mixture of perlite and peat moss.

 Water thoroughly and cover the cuttings with a clear
plastic bag or humidity dome to maintain high humidity.

4. Patience and Care:

» Place the cuttings in a warm, brightly lit location, but
out of direct sunlight.

» Keep the rooting medium consistently moist but not
waterlogged.

= With proper care, roots should develop within 4-8 weeks.
Once the cuttings show signs of new growth, they can be
gradually acclimated to outdoor conditions.

Nurturing Your Stryphnodendron moricolor

Whether you choose the path of seeds or cuttings, once your
Stryphnodendron moricolor saplings are established, they are
relatively low-maintenance. They prefer full sun to partial
shade and well-drained soil. Regular watering 1is crucial,
especially during the first few years.

Propagating Stryphnodendron moricolor might be a labor of
love, but witnessing the growth of this magnificent tree from
seed or cutting to a flourishing specimen is a truly rewarding
experience. So why not embark on this horticultural adventure
and bring a touch of the Brazilian wilderness to your own
backyard?



