Talinum paniculatum

Multiply Your Jewels of Opar: A
Guide to Propagating Talinum
paniculatum

The Talinum paniculatum, more commonly known as Jewels of
Opar, is a charming, low-maintenance plant beloved for its
cascading clusters of tiny pink flowers and succulent-like
foliage. Whether you’'re an experienced gardener or just
starting out, you’'ll be delighted to know that propagating
this beauty is easier than you think! This guide will walk you
through the two most effective methods:

1. Seed Propagation:

— Harvesting Seeds: The Jewels of Opar effortlessly self-
seeds. As the flowers fade, they’ll be replaced by small,
round seed capsules. Once these capsules turn brown and dry,
gently pinch them off the plant. Be careful, as the capsules
easily burst open, scattering tiny black seeds.

— Sowing the Seeds:
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 Direct Sowing: For established plants, let nature take
its course! Fallen seeds will often germinate on their
own around the mother plant. Alternatively, sprinkle
seeds directly onto the soil in your desired location in
spring or summer.

= Indoor Sowing: For a head start or for cooler climates,
sow seeds indoors 6-8 weeks before the last frost. Use a
seed starting mix and barely cover the seeds with soil.
Keep the soil consistently moist and warm (around 70°F).
Seedlings should emerge in 1-3 weeks.

— Transplanting Seedlings: Once your seedlings have developed
a few sets of true leaves, they are ready to be transplanted
into individual pots or directly into the garden after the
last frost.

2. Propagation from Cuttings:
This method offers a slightly faster way to get new plants.
— Taking Cuttings:

= In spring or early summer, select healthy, non-flowering
stems from your Jewels of Opar.

= Using clean, sharp scissors or a knife, cut a 4-6 inch
section from the tip of the stem, making sure to cut
just below a leaf node (where the leaf attaches to the
stem).

— Rooting the Cuttings:

 Remove the bottom leaves from the cutting, leaving 2-3
leaves at the top.

= You can dip the cut end in rooting hormone (optional) to
encourage faster root development.

 Plant the cutting in a well-draining potting mix,
burying at least one node.

Water thoroughly and place the cutting in a bright
location, out of direct sunlight.



— New Growth: Your cutting should root within a few weeks.
You’ll know it’s successful when you see new growth at the top
of the cutting. Once the roots are established, you can
transplant your new Jewels of Opar plant into a larger pot or
your garden.

Additional Tips:

» Jewels of Opar thrives in full sun to partial shade and
well-drained soil.

Water regularly during the first growing season to
establish a strong root system. Once established, they
are relatively drought-tolerant.

» This plant is generally pest and disease free.

» Deadheading spent flowers encourages more blooms and
prevents excessive self-seeding.

By following these simple steps, you’'ll be able to multiply
your Jewels of Opar and enjoy these gorgeous flowering plants
for years to come! So go ahead, propagate and share the joy of
this easy-care beauty with friends and fellow gardeners.



