How to Propagate Terminalia
catappa

Tropical Paradise at Home:
Propagating the Majestic Terminalia
Catappa (Indian Almond)

The Terminalia catappa, commonly known as the Indian Almond,
is a majestic tree that exudes tropical vibes. Its broad,
spreading canopy and vibrant foliage lend an air of serenity
to any landscape. But did you know you can bring a piece of
this paradise into your own home? With just a little patience
and the right techniques, it’s surprisingly easy to propagate
your own Terminalia catappa.

Two Paths to Paradise: Seeds and Cuttings

There are two primary methods for propagating this remarkable
tree:

1. Sowing Seeds:

- Harvesting: Collect ripe seeds from the large, almond-
shaped fruits. They turn from green to brown and
eventually crack open, revealing the seed. Look for
seeds that are firm and free from any signs of damage.
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» Preparation: Remove the seed coat, but be careful not to
damage the delicate inner kernel. Gently soak the seeds
in warm water for 24 hours to soften them.

- Sowing: Use a well-draining seed-starting mix and plant
the seeds about half an inch deep. Keep the soil
consistently moist, but not soggy.

- Germination: Germination can take anywhere from a few
weeks to a couple of months. Provide ample sunlight and
keep the seedlings warm (around 75°F).

2. Taking Cuttings:

= Timing: The best time to take cuttings is during the
growing season, when the plant is actively producing new
growth.

- Preparation: Select healthy, mature stems from your
Terminalia catappa plant. Cut the stems just below a
node (the point where a leaf emerges) and remove any
leaves below the waterline.

= Rooting: Dip the cut end of the stem in rooting hormone
to encourage root growth. Plant the cuttings in a well-
draining potting mix and keep the soil moist.

= Humidity: Create a humid environment for the cuttings by
covering the pot with a plastic bag or placing them
under a humidity dome. This will encourage root
development.

Tips for Success:

- Sunlight: Both seedlings and cuttings thrive in bright,
indirect sunlight. Avoid direct sunlight, especially
during the hottest part of the day.

- Watering: Keep the soil consistently moist, but avoid
overwatering. Let the soil dry slightly between
watering.

= Environment: Terminalia catappa is a tropical species,
so ensure it’s kept in a warm environment.

- Fertilizer: Once the seedlings or cuttings have



established, you can start fertilizing them with a
balanced liquid fertilizer every few weeks during the
growing season.

Patience is Key:

While propagating a Terminalia catappa demands a bit of
patience, the reward is immense. Witnessing your own little
piece of paradise grow from a seed or cutting is a truly
satisfying experience. You’'ll be able to enjoy the beauty and
grace of this majestic tree for years to come, right in your
own backyard or even indoors.



