
Tolpis umbellata

Spreading Sunshine: Propagating the
Charming Tolpis Umbellata
The Tolpis umbellata, also known as the Yellow Cape Weed or
Flatweed, might not be the first plant that comes to mind when
you think of vibrant garden additions. However, don’t let its
unassuming name fool you! This cheerful annual, native to the
Mediterranean, brings a burst of sunny yellow to gardens and
wild spaces alike. With its daisy-like blooms and delicate
foliage,  the  Tolpis  umbellata  has  a  charm  that’s  hard  to
resist.

Are you ready to invite this sunny delight into your garden?
The good news is that propagating Tolpis umbellata is easier
than you might think! Let’s explore two common methods:

1. Seed Propagation: A Dance with the Wind

Tolpis umbellata is a master of self-seeding. This means that
if  you  have  an  existing  plant,  chances  are  it’s  already
scattering  seeds  for  next  year’s  show.  But  you  can  take
control of the process and give those seeds a helping hand.
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Here’s how:

Collecting  Seeds:  As  the  blooms  fade,  you’ll  notice
small, fluffy seeds forming. Wait until the seed heads
are dry and brown before collecting. Gently rub the seed
head between your fingers to release the seeds.
Sowing Time: You can sow seeds directly outdoors in
spring  or  fall.  Tolpis  umbellata  prefers  cooler
temperatures  for  germination.
Sowing Technique: Scatter the seeds on prepared soil and
lightly  rake  them  in.  These  seeds  need  light  to
germinate,  so  avoid  burying  them  too  deep.
Watering:  Keep  the  soil  consistently  moist  but  not
waterlogged.
Germination: You can expect to see seedlings pop up
within a couple of weeks.

2. Division: Sharing is Caring

If you have an established clump of Tolpis umbellata, division
is another effective propagation method.

Here’s how:

Timing: Spring or early fall is the best time to divide
your plants.
Lifting the Clump: Carefully dig around the plant and
lift the entire clump from the ground.
Dividing the Clump: Gently tease apart the clump into
smaller  sections,  ensuring  each  section  has  a  good
amount of roots attached.
Replanting: Replant the divisions immediately in their
new locations, spacing them about 12 inches apart. Water
thoroughly.

Caring for your New Tolpis Umbellata:

No matter your chosen propagation method, caring for your new
Tolpis  umbellata  is  a  breeze.  This  low-maintenance  plant



thrives in full sun to partial shade and well-drained soil. It
tolerates drought conditions but appreciates regular watering
during hot spells.

A Word of Caution:

While Tolpis umbellata is a delightful garden addition, it can
become  invasive  in  some  regions.  Check  with  your  local
extension office if you have concerns about invasiveness in
your area.

Final Thoughts:

Propagating Tolpis umbellata is a rewarding experience that
allows you to expand your garden’s sunny disposition. Whether
you  opt  for  the  simplicity  of  seed  starting  or  the
satisfaction of dividing existing plants, you’re in for a
treat as you watch these cheerful blooms grace your garden
year after year.


