
Widdringtonia wallichii

Whispering Wonders: Propagating the
Elusive  Clanwilliam  Cedar
(Widdringtonia wallichii)
The Clanwilliam cedar (Widdringtonia wallichii), also known as
the Clanwilliam cypress, is a tree steeped in history and
shrouded  in  a  delicate  beauty.  Native  to  the  Cederberg
mountains of South Africa, this coniferous evergreen whispers
tales of resilience and survival. Sadly, its story is also one
of endangerment, with habitat loss pushing it towards the
brink.

But there’s hope! Enthusiasts and conservationists can play a
vital  role  in  safeguarding  the  Clanwilliam  cedar  through
propagation. While challenging, successfully cultivating this
tree from seed or cuttings brings immense satisfaction and
directly contributes to its preservation.

Seed Propagation: A Test of Patience

Harvesting:  Source  seeds  ethically  from  reputable
suppliers  specializing  in  endangered  species.  Fresh
seeds generally offer higher germination rates.
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Pre-treatment:  The  Clanwilliam  cedar’s  seeds  benefit
from a little "persuasion" to break their dormancy.

Smoke treatment: Mimic natural fire conditions by
using  commercially  available  smoke  discs  or
solutions.
Soaking: Immerse the seeds in hot (not boiling)
water for 12-24 hours to soften the outer shell.

Sowing: Use a well-draining seed-raising mix, planting
seeds  about  1cm  deep.  Maintain  a  consistently  moist
environment, but be wary of overwatering.

Patience:  Germination  can  be  erratic  and  may  take
several weeks or even months. Don’t lose hope!

Cutting Propagation: A Quicker, Yet Trickier Path

Timing  is  Key:  Take  semi-hardwood  cuttings  in  late
summer  or  early  autumn  when  the  plant  is  actively
growing.

Selection and Preparation: Choose healthy, non-flowering
shoots  about  10-15cm  long.  Remove  the  lower  leaves,
leaving 2-3 pairs at the top.

Hormonal Help: Dip the cut end in rooting hormone powder
to encourage rapid root development.

Planting: Use a well-draining mix of peat and perlite.
Insert the cuttings about 2-3cm deep, ensuring at least
one leaf node is buried.

Humidity  is  Crucial:  Create  a  humid  environment  by
covering the cuttings with a clear plastic bag or using
a propagation dome. Mist regularly to maintain moisture.

Rooting Time: Cuttings generally root within 6-8 weeks.
Once  rooted,  gradually  acclimatize  them  to  normal
conditions before transplanting.



Caring for Your Clanwilliam Cedar Saplings:

Regardless of the propagation method, young Clanwilliam cedars
require special care:

Well-draining soil: These trees detest soggy roots. Use
a free-draining mix and avoid overwatering.

Ample sunlight: Provide your seedlings with at least 6
hours of direct sunlight daily.

Protection from frost: While young, Clanwilliam cedars
are  sensitive  to  frost.  Protect  them  during  colder
months.

Successfully propagating a Clanwilliam cedar isn’t just about
gardening;  it’s  about  actively  participating  in  the
conservation of a species on the edge. By nurturing these
majestic trees, we become stewards of their legacy, allowing
their whispers of resilience to echo for generations to come.


