
How to Propagate Xeranthemum
inapertum

Unlocking  the  Secrets  of
Everlasting  Beauty:  Propagating
Xeranthemum Inapertum
Xeranthemum inapertum, more charmingly known as the “Immortal
Flower” or “Paper Daisy,” is a delightful addition to any
garden.  This  Mediterranean  native  boasts  papery,  brightly
colored blooms that last for months, even after being cut and
dried.  While  admiring  these  long-lasting  beauties  is
rewarding, why not multiply your joy by propagating more of
these resilient charmers?

Don’t  let  the  exotic  name  intimidate  you,  propagating
Xeranthemum inapertum is easier than you might think! Here’s a
detailed guide to help you grow these beauties from seed and
cuttings:

Method 1: Seed Starting
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Timing is Key: The ideal time to sow Xeranthemum seeds
is in early spring, either indoors or directly outdoors
after the last frost.
Sowing Indoors:

Use a seed-starting mix and sow seeds about ¼ inch
deep in individual pots or seed trays.
Mist the soil generously and cover the pots with a
plastic dome or wrap to retain moisture.
Place in a warm, bright location, out of direct
sunlight.
Germination typically takes 10-14 days.
Once seedlings have at least two sets of true
leaves,  you  can  thin  them  out,  leaving  the
strongest  seedling  in  each  pot/cell.

Sowing Outdoors:
Choose a sunny location with well-drained soil.
Sow seeds directly into the prepared soil, about ¼
inch deep and 6-8 inches apart.
Water gently but consistently.

Transplanting:
Regardless of where you started your seeds, once
the seedlings are 3-4 inches tall and the danger
of frost has passed, they can be transplanted to
their final location in the garden.

Method 2: Taking Cuttings

The Right Time: The best time to take cuttings is in
late spring or early summer when the plant is actively
growing.
Choosing a Stem: Select a healthy, non-flowering stem
that is about 4-6 inches long.
Making the Cut: Using a sharp, clean knife or pruners,
make a clean cut just below a leaf node.
Prepping the Cutting: Remove the lower leaves from the
stem, leaving 2-3 leaves at the top. Dip the cut end in
rooting hormone (optional but beneficial).



Planting and Care: Plant the cutting in a pot filled
with a well-draining potting mix. Water well and cover
the  pot  with  a  plastic  bag  to  create  a  humid
environment. Place the pot in a bright location, out of
direct sunlight.
Rooting Success: After 4-6 weeks, gently tug on the
cutting to see if it resists – a sign that roots have
developed.  Once  roots  are  established,  you  can
transplant the cutting to a larger pot or directly into
the garden.

General Care Tips for Thriving Xeranthemum:

Sunlight: These sun-loving plants thrive in 6-8 hours of
direct sunlight per day.
Soil: Well-draining soil is crucial to prevent root rot.
Watering:  Xeranthemum  are  drought  tolerant  once
established. Water deeply but infrequently, allowing the
soil to dry out between waterings.
Deadheading:  Though  not  essential,  deadheading  spent
flowers  can  encourage  more  blooms  and  prevent  self-
seeding if desired.

Propagating your own Xeranthemum inapertum is an enjoyable and
rewarding experience. With a bit of patience and care, you can
fill your garden with these captivating, enduring blooms year
after year.


